Rapid diagnosis of chronic myeloid leukaemia by linking PCR to capillary gel electrophoresis.
The move to the use of molecular diagnostics in medicine has gathered momentum in the last few years and new methodologies are being sought to reduce the labour component and hence the cost of these molecular diagnostics. A method is described which links PCR to capillary electrophoresis and this allows both a rapid and quantitative diagnosis. In the example provided, the diagnosis of chronic myeloid leukaemia, the method describes improvements in cost per test, greater sensitivity over traditional methods and an estimate of the level of product. The latter points are important in those disorders for which bone marrow transplantation is used as a curative regime in providing earlier detection of relapse.